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1 TY is wik, er W ll borer theſe things; 
even they ſhall en the loving kind | 
meſo of the Lord. 
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FH E Pf Jalmif dbes, throughout this whole pſalm, 
1 very beautifully deſeribe the manifold Effects of 
God's providence, and, with great variety, diſ- 
ble the gracious interpoſitions of divine power 
and goodneſs in the ſeveral ſcenes and cireum- 
ſtances of life. It would be too long to repeat 
the partieulars: 'T ſhall only obſerve, that at the cloſe of 
each, he inſerts a ſeaſonable and affectionate exhortation, to 

Troll and thank God for theſe his * Oh that men 
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be conchufion of Alf. film: vp 
Make of t is noble "argument, 
Fine Providence, yet more fully an comprehenſively i in 


woe, will ponder theſe things; and they ſhall underſtand the 


Next, that this belief ought always to lead us, as indeed it na- 


to all, a 


= loving kindneſs of the Lord. Whoſe is wiſe; that is to ſay, 
= Whoever rightly underſtands his duty, and hath a juſt ſenſe 
3 EF and apprehenſion of things, accompanied, with a virtuous 


and religious frame of mind (for in this the true ſcripture- 
wiſdom conſiſts) whoſo is thus wiſe, will ponder, i. e. will 
duly. weigh and conſider; will carefully obſegve, ap ſeri- 


ouſly reflect on theſe things; n ſuch things as he had 
been juſt treating of, the various diſpenſations of divine pro- 
vidence, or the methods by which God governs the world ; 


whether thoſe diſpenſations be of a private or public nature; 
that is, whether they concern particular perſons only, or in- 


volve the welfare of ſtares, and the fate of kigdorns,” And 


of ſuch wiſe and conſiderate obſervers of God's works, he 


adds farther, That they hall, underſtand the loving kindneſs of. 
the Lord; 1. e. This contemplation will effectually convince 


them bow. good and gracious the Lord is, that the Lord is good 
My his tender mercies over all his works , "IP 

What the P/almiſt then propounds to our. thoughts in theſe 
words, is the conſideration of God's providence, together with 
the religious uſe and improvement we ought to make of that 


conſideration. He inſtructs us in the firſt place, that the be- 
lief of a Providence is the very ground and foundation of all 


true wi/dom,; as well. as the firſt and capital article of religion. 


turally does, oa careful ob/ervation o, Gods \works, and to 


proper meditation and reflex ion thereon: bose is wis R, will 
PONDER * le things. Prom: both: which, will aal re· 


Were 8 3: 
Ta a ; Verſes 5515. 2 31. 2 5 kale extr, 9 1 


t. 


7 


— FRI 1 
&: 040 ky { ES 


the dontemplation 


he 1. before us, with which the Pſalm ends: M boſo is 


as ; 1 ſolt 
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Lord Mayor, Be. on I 2 LOI Mey . 72s. S. 
_ ſolt a lively ſenſe,” and thorough conviction, of God's in- 


finite gvadneſi and loue to his creatures: bey who ponder theſe: 
things, even ION an ITE the LOVING KINDNESS 4 abe 


Tord. 


memorate that great work of Providence, accompliſhed about 


the middle of the laſt century, the RxSsoRATTON of our anti- 
ent legal government, after it had been ſome years extinguiſhed | 


among us: So that I ſhall not, I hope, be thought to deviate 


from the purpoſe of this day, if I enlarge ſomewhat on the 


points'before-mention'd. _ 

The ſuppoſition of a Providence, that is, of a divine invi- 
fible power that rules in the univerſe, ordering and diſpoſing 
the courſe of events, is of abſolute neceſſity to the very na- 


ture and conſtitution of things. For we may as well conceive 
a body to think and act, and to perform all the functions of 
a rational intelligent being, without a /ozl, to inſpire and con- 


duct it; as we can conceive this material, complicated frame 


of things, the world, to ſubſiſt as it does without an almighty 


Spirit to inform and animate it, to direct its motions, and 
actuate its powers. The truth is, the providence of God flows 
ſo neceſſarily from his exiſtence, that if we allow the one, we 


cannot but acknowledge the other; becauſe the ſame reaſons 


do, in effect, prove both. Tis true; God is abſolutely per- 


fect in the enjoyment of himſelf, antecedently to all other 
being: yet, ſince he thought fit to communicate his happi- 
neſs, how can he be unconcerned for the work of his own 
hands ? If it be deemed monſtrous and unnatural in earthly. 
parents to be void of care and affection for their offspring, 
can we ſuppoſe this of the great parent of nature? Or 
can it confiſt with the . of our heavenly Father; 


that goodneſs which at firſt induced him to create, after- 


ward to leave the Lord of his creation, whom he had ſo 


bounteouſly endowed, at all adventures expoſed to blind 
R 2 | chance, 


"Theſe. points are plainly ddt in 8 « text; and: they. .. 


are alſo very cloſely connected with both the occafion and the 
defign of this folemn Anni verſary, whereon we joyfully com- 


— r * 0 
2 Aber wo wo. A AS . 


"may break them; Sbe is har den d againſt: her young" ones, , 
they were. nat bers; her labour is in vain, ivit Baus 
the reaſon follows, viz. Becaufe God han deprived. e of 


firaliey 2: wich a nn 
at dne Geh 8 * Fol gives un her. cherer 3 Fes ln. 
' wetb\pervepas. in the earth, und wmarmeth them in tbe duft, um 
| forgetteth that the foot may cruſh them,” or that the wild 


* But 


_ - Wiſdom, neither hath be imparted to her undenfanding . Far 
be it from us chen to entertain ſuch vowordhy ſentichents of 


the ſupreme Being. Fo ſay the truth, ey devine ee 
providence are inſeparable. ef 1+, 


For as we cannot une 18 eb als wah) 


out diſcerning him at the ſame time to be the Creator of the 
world ; ſo his creation will. naturally include his preſerva- 
tau of it too; finde prefervation is nothing elſe but (as 
ſome have juſtly termed it) a kind of continued creation: Þ 


and -fince the ſame power which gave birth and being to 


_ things, ſeems as neceſſary, every whit as neceſſary, to fuppor a 


and continue them. Or, admitting that any thing could ſub- 
ſiſt without the immediate, actual concurrence of the Deity; 
{till this would be o ing, not to any indepindent-power, ori- 
ginally inherent in the thing it felf, but purely to that force 


and energy, which the divine hand firſt impreſſed: upon It: 


at its creation; in what meature and degree he judged expe- 


dient. And therefore, certainly be, who is allowed to be 


the cauſe of all cauſes, and the principle of mot ion in every 


being; hes, who communicated: and determined their reſpe- 
Cie powers and capacities, muſt needs have reſerved to him- 
ſief the 7 poet power, the privilege or prerogative (as I may 


term it) of ſuſpending, diverting, or any way over ruling 


N their agency, ſo as may beſt ſerve his wiſe pur poſes; which 


can never be ſerved at all, unleſs we ſuppoſe all events to be 
under his inſpection, and all counſels to be ſubject to his 


nr” 3 Fan aategs 8 by —_— the world, _ be 
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{aid to have Wege ange and (if 1 may be allowed the 
expreſſion} to have ty d up his own hands. The very ſup» 
poſal of a Deiry oo does neceſſarily infer a Providence: 
dino the world can no more be preſerved or Fovern'd by 
chance, than it could at firſt be formed by it; and the ſame 
divine wiſdom and power which were n to the * are 
altogether as requiſite to the other. | 
And accordingly they who have attempted. to account for 
either the exiſtence, or the diſpoſition of things from the 
principles of fate, or neceſſity, or I know not what blind con- 
_ of matter, or indeed from any principle whatever, ex- 
clufive of Divine Providence, have run into the moſt pal 
ble abſurdiries; and contradictions, and been entangled in 2 
a labarynth of difficulties, as they were never able to extri- 
cate themſel ves from, without recurring to a Deity, and ta- 
king the friendly clue of a Providence for their guide and 
conducter. Hence we find the notion of a Providence to 
have been, in a manner, as univerſal as that of a Deity it 
ſelf; and that all the pretenders to wiſdom of the fore- men- 
tioned ſtamp have been condemned by the ſober and con- 
ſiderate part of mankind as guilty of the groſſeſt folly. For, 
however their wild ſchemes might prevail for a alen, and 
find a few patrons and abettors among perſons of a viſionary 
ſceptical turn of mind on account of their novelty (of which 
moſt men are but too apt to be fond ;) yet were they fo far 
from being laſting, that * were indeed generally Need 
almoſt as fac as broached. ; 
And as the doctrine of a -providence. hath ſuch a ſtrong 
foundation in reaſon; ſo is it forcibly confirmed to us by ho- 
ly ſcripture: for che ſeriptures give us Chriſtians ſuch clear 
and explieit notions of this great truth, as leave us utterly 
without excuſe, if we fail to have a juſt ſenſe and perſuaſion 
of it. For they every where inculcate God's general care and 
ſuperintendency over the world, chat as he made, ſo he alfo 
preſerves and governs it: They teach us, that God is a pure 
<a 3 1 that pervades, and is intimately preſent. 
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an to bim, are all things; and by him all things conſſt: That 
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to every! part of the univerſe; that of bim, and tbhruugb bim, 


in him ut live and move, and baue our being: That 41 
 thines"contiaue according to bis ordinance; for all things: ſerve. 


um, ive. are ſubject to his power, and guided by his- will: 


That tbe eyes, the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth a; and are in every place bebolding the tvil and tbe good. 


21 5 fiat not ſo much | as 4 ſparrow falleth fo tbe ground wit bout 
_ *auribeaventy Fatber; and that the very batrs f our bead are 


all number d. More particularly, the ſcriptures aſſert God's 
univerſal ſovereignty, and that he is the abſolute diſpoſer of 
empire and dominion; For they repreſent the whole world as 
one vaſt kingdom, of which God is the ſupreme monarch; 
telling us, chat the Lord Jehovah is the king of all the earth; 
that the moſt Higb ruleth in the kingdoms. of men, and giveth 


| them to whomſoever he will: That the kingdom is the. Lord's, 
and be the governor among the people: That be is the judge, 


the arbiter, of nations, and with an unqueſtionable authority, 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up anotber. With more of the 
ſame kind. And for the effecting of theſe, and other 
his wiſe and important purpoſes, the great governor of the 
univerſe hath variety of diſpenſations, and eerteth his pro- 
vidence in different ways: He hath all the powers of na- 
ture at his beck, and, as the ſcripture phraſes it, furneth 
them round by his counſels ; that they may do whatſoever be 
commandeth them upon the face of the whale earth, He cau- 
ſeth them to come, whether for correction or for mercy f. 
God hath both very gentle and very ſevere methods to make 
men fear before him, and be ſenſible that there is a God who 
judgetb in the earth; and whenever he finds the former of 
theſe prove ineffectual, he doth then (though unwillingly, al- 
ways, and not till then) have recourſe to the latter. This 


the ſcripture teaches us to have been his conſtant way of deal- 
ing with his choſen and peculiar people, the children of I/ 


2 x Chron. xviig. _* Piov. xv. 3. f Job xxxvil, 12, 113. 
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N Lac je dw _ Wag, 1 I 23 5. 0 - 
5 ve And, —— Imay venture to lay, "His Bath Been ve EY T0 
much his manner of. 1 RK vo. We have had, at 
Tealt® For tt fee bf wr 55 paſt, an almoſt contfnded ſe- 2M 
Hes of eltker 25 5 Jones. mee Bis in atr alternate ſycceſfion's | 
_- if the Spirit ef God ſtrove by all means poſſible, to 1 
bring Us to repentance, and a right diſpoſition 3 mere 
wing bs with wreuſty, ſometimes ſoftening us by lenit 
ſctne times tertifying us with Hie difpleafor z at other times 
withing üs by his 'poddrieſs? Kind, if we remain 168 gl 4 
ble under both rhefe'difper neither God's"judgritertts © 
Will affr icht, nor His nertics lead vs to our duty; we 5 juſt. 
iy given Wet as reprofiate and incurable: and God may de- 
| dean ſay dof this Church and Nation, as he did of che 
Fewiſe 3 Judge, I Nu, jou, Betwfet me und ny vineyard, 
I bat cb eher Ane mbre fo my vintyurd, rbat I babe 
not done in it? Wherefore; When I-looked bal ir fpould bring. 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And now'go to; 
£ will tell you what I will do to my 9 25 J will take away © 
the bedge thereof, and it ſhall be*eaten up; and break down the 
wall thereof, and t all b trodden demn. And I will lay it 
waſte : it fhull not be pruned, - "or digged, but there ſhall come 
up briers and thorns : T will 40% command the clouds bar they | 
rain'n0 rain upon it:. But to proceed: 
Tis by no means enough in general, en to ackhibwheghe * 
God's providence, if, notwithſtanding that, we are ſo ſtupidly 
thoughtlefs and inadvertent,” ab nor to obſerve its diſpenſa- 
tions and effects „ Wherefore the text tells us, Whoſo is wiſe, * 
voi OBSERVE fheſe tVings.” God doth his works with an in- 
tention that we ſhould oh er ve and take proper notice of 
them. Hence our Pſalmiſt; Thei works of the Lord are great, 
$0UGH TT” oUT- of all them” that have" pleaſure. therein. His 
work is worthy to be praiſed, and had in honour vd. And again; 
The merciful "and: 'gracrous Lord bath fo' done his marvellous 
works, that they ought to be bad in e l. And once 
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Ag _ . — theſe; ate dhe. 
2 95 ere They, are | | 
him 20/8. 1s herfect 1 an REQUMBARES\\ v.90) 11 Wr Nrw ** an 4M 
But tarther ; Neichege is t ,cqopgh.. barely..to cf we che 
works of Providenge che terra POLES ae a N 
"0 Ag; Mat 18, he WH: con- 
| ſider them with attentiog and, ſeriouſneſs 3;he, will lay them 

= cloſely. ION as things, che, mat moment and pon- 
cern to W be no, 3 8 
_ 7 neue ate pnlefsgh, 

Eis its true end And use. Ah 


will nat on obſer 


revolve them in I'S 


; that. 18, will. 


50 Cad; 
1 Gt, Ar pale.,and de- 
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Hear ten, Hand fl. oe 
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Lord Miyery Net us abe gib cf N25 735. in | 
chem, um dram ſuch uſeſul leſſuns of inſtruction rom chem 
as may, boch! « cheirateaſ n and hregulstes their con- 


duct. And chis again the Royal Pfalmiſſohath recommended 
tous by his own example and practleel II MED Wn oath 


thy: works; I Musk on the merh of Il band: d. Gx, 28/168 32 
m the other tranſlation, I EXERCISE my alf iu the: works: 8 4Y 


thy hands: as much as to ſay, Imake this my buſineſs, the main 
rudy and employment of my life. And again, Ji remember 
ibi works of the Lord, and call e ee ed. 1 
wilkneditate'alfo of all Amen tsg d ah HN daun . 
Now fuch a due ahſervatian of, and {erious reflexzon, upon. 
the diſp penſations of divine providence, will, in the laſt place, 
bring us to a juſt ſenſe and lively apprchenſion of the divine 
goodneſs: > This is the: Jaſt particular in the dext: For ſo the 
Pfalmiſt dbolares that heh oh > thus u ponder: theſe 
Br, ben they Mall undenſtand rl N f the 


Lord. Euen they: As af he had ſaid, They, and only they, 
ſhall underſtand it. For thoſe who groſly neglect this duty, 


thoſe who are not careful; ande aries obſervers of God's do- 
f dae and punder ther in their hearts, will naturally be 


fall anct unbe coming ndtions gf: him: 10 conceive of him 
either as an indalent, unactive being, regardleſs of what is 
doue here below 3 or elſe as a cruel and vindictve one; one, 
who wille not the good of his creatures, but hath; made all 
men far noughs ;ihath made them either the objects of his 
vengeance; or mere monuments of his power. Wbereas 
vwiſdom, true wiſdom, the ſaſne that leads us to confider the 
acts of a divine power, will alſo as certainly convince us of 
his goodneſs; will teach us, that Gad is a moſt gracious and 
begeficent being, of tender mercy and loving kindneſs, whoſe, 
aſfions fail not; who has no pleaſure in the death of a fin- 


*. deſites not that any ſhould peritho but would: have. 


men to be ſaued, and come unto; the. edge of the trutb: 
* Pfal. exlüi. 3g. * Pla, lxxvii, 17, 12. 
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5 who 


pted, either abſolutely; to forget God, or elſe to form 1 
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0 earths" full f the d of tbe Lord, even as tbe ma- 
| ters-pover The dive goodneſs? is 

ble overflowing fountain) that ſends forth cohtinual ſtreams 

of beheficence, which inceſſantly enrich and refreſh every 

corner of the univerſe. To ſay the truth, gaodneſi is what 

we conceide to 


rener but rerrour; they would not à 
_ dable;; they would be the objects of no — or affection. 


meaſurable}, interminable, witlié 


be GRACIOUS unto 


ae Be ſare tb, % 
very end, vi. + =" 1 
omg 9 agen e dad by bie fall Wälle for. 


ee in all Bis works. The ſeveral effects of God's 
providence are alſo ſo many inſtances of his goadneſi. The 


an inexhauſti- 


be the prime attribute of the divme nature, 
and that wWRich alone endears all the other attributes to us, ren- 


| E dering them truly amiable and adorable: For cbuld we ſup- 


poſe them deſtitute of ande chey would not excite, reuꝰ. 


lovely, but furmi⸗ 


in us, but eur, and fill. the mind: with horrur and: aſtoniſh- 


ment. For what indeed (if wwe reflect) d hat are init 2 ; 
dun infinite | 


power, xrbrnity and immenſty; ſuppoſe we! take: 
away all goodneſs from them, but fo many inhnike elt ama 
uboundshniand without 
end? — But it is impoſſible 65 ſhould che ſuch a be- 
and the ſuſpicion” can ariſe in none Ut efuch as are 
Anger te his Providence and never reflect: o the 
Ie nah for the" cluldren of mm For itheſe demonſtrate hs 
contrary;"theſe verify what the author of the book of: Vi. 
dom” obſerves,” that God's power 1s the beginning of RUR TE= 
 0VSNEss: 3-and- — 28 is the. 12 1 45 all, it maketh bim ta 
DING Nen Welte mr 28190 1 198 70 
_ & USO: ene Ut 250! rh Wu in i aol ey 
And w cheſs thaughte, Which the text b an en 
and which 1 have thus far emma do very OR 
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Lo Mayor, r. oh ther oth of May, 1735. 13 MM 
to the happy occaſion of our preſent meeting, calling pon 
Us to Tr; on one of the moſt ſignal and ſurprizing tranſ= 


actions of divine Providence that either our own, or, per- 
haps, any other hiſtory can furniſh. I call. it a tranſacti- 
on of dibine Providence : for ſure, unleſs we place the fi- 
nal reſort of all there, the diſtinctions of this day are no bet- 
2 er an en Pom, and a ſolemn mockery of 
Never did any bleſſi ing come more Nate” more ear- 


reliſh of it, as the REesToRATION. We had run through a 
long and romantic ſcene of folly. and madneſs, of hypocriſy 


and diſſimulation, of cruelty and treachery, of oppreſſion 
and violence, of blood and deſolation, of diſtraction and con- 
fuſion, of miſery and ruin. Never, ſure, did the extremes 
of tyranny, anarchy, - and a wild. enthuſiaſtic ſpirit ſhewe , 


themſelves in a greater degree, or rage with greater fury. 


Both Church and State were reduced to the loweſt ebb, and - 


without the leaſt proſpect of deliverance. For now upwards: 
of twenty years 15 had ſo habituated the nation to theſe 
cireutaſtances,” and confirmed them in. this diſpoſition, that 


they had, in a manner, loſt all ſenſe of their former ſtare, 


and were become inured to their yoke of bondage. Several at- 
tempts; had indeed been made, from time to time, to re- 
ſtore the King and the ancient government; but they had 
all proyed abortive and unſucceſsful. 

Some were intimidated by the difficulties that muſt neceſſiri- 
* attend uch an undertaking, for which they were no ways 

rovided ; ſome, by the jealouſy they had of one another; more 
e terror of their preſent maſters; and the greater part of all, 


follow upon ſuch a change, and the violent meaſures it would 

occaſion ;. that it would rip up old ſores, and that many, ve- 
ry many, might be called to account, and obliged, to give 
back what they had unwarrantably got poſſeſſion of: and 
this might make the generality of the nation ſick of new en- 


ie: berprizes, 


neſtly coveted, or preceded by ſo much evil to heighten the 


perhaps, from an apprehenſion of che conſequences that muſt | 
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Bot in the midſt of all this impotency, God was" pracidoſly> 
© pleaſed to fhew himſelf, and make his power known. And it. 
_— Ponte a fir juncture for his ſo. doing, when all human means 
failed to check the pride of arrogance, and quell preſumption? 
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wonderful victory. Wherefore, when we hoked,” and there 
= was none to help, and wondered that there was none to ſave; 
SBocd's own arm brought ſalvation, and his mercy reſtor d us *; 
He, in whoſe hand are all the hearts of nen, and who turnoth 


ent this word unto the king; Return thou, and all thy fee 


Church and ſtate, God vouchſafed us 4 reſurraHon':' When 
our antient conſtitution was becbtme '# lifeleſs" trunky bro- 
ken and diſſolved; God reſtortd its“ fhatter d parts, and re- 

| body politic, inſpiring Intoit its 

an ent 
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terptires, and chooſe rather to acquieſee in the ſtate they were 
in, however grievous, than to run freſh riſquesandhazards! 


This all Hopes of a reſtorztion were, M 2 aünér, exriti: 
uithed, and the ufurpation ſèemed to be e Hctually eftablith'd:! 


for we might otherwiſe have thought, that of van power And 
might, and the frength of our own arm; bad gotten "us" this. 


them as the rivers 0) water, ' whitherſoever be -pleaſeth : He; 


all the men of Judah, as the beart of one nam; ſo that they 


1 


varits *, He reſtored us in the ſame miraeulous manner, in 


Which he repreſents the Teſtoration of the ewiſh Rao io 
the prophet Ezekiel *, viz. a8 4 reſtitution of u and ſap- 
leſs , bones to their vital union in the body. For, after 


we had been long dead in our frejpaſs, and lay, as it were, 


buried in our miferable confuſions, in the ruins of our 


7 6 


united them again in tlie 


an 


former health and vigouur. 


I kno, indeed, and am ferffi rſible, that in a general way of 
ſpeaking, and even in the language of ente all events 


Whatever are aſcribed to God, i. e. either to hidirection, or, at 
leaſt, - permiſſion, as he alone ſupports ſecond cauſes, and en- 


ables them to produce their ſeveral effects. But ſure there are 


LI: A j | caſes 
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antanedus influence,' Boe the heares of 
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onate to the effect produced ; when ſucceſs is beyond all ex- 


pectation, and exceeds. all the known meaſures and probabili. 


could not foreſee; pr if we could, and had attempted to pro- 
vide for, we might more naturally have obſtructed than pro- 


moted. It does not become us, indeed, to be poſitive in this 
matter, nor to preſume to determine preciſely the characteriſtics 


of a Divine interpoſition; and yet there may certainly be ſome- 
thing ſo peculiar in the nature, the tendency, the circumſtan- 


get, and che time of an event, ſo extraordinary in the manner 


of its accompliſhment, as well as the Jucreſs and iſſue of it, as 
ay enable us to judge, with ſome confidence, whether it be 
od's ſpecial act, or whether it be imputable to mere natu- 


ral powers, acting under the influence and concurrence of 
his general Providence only. Thus in the caſe before us; 

there ſeemed to be in the great and ſignal event which we are 
now commemorating, no ordinary means adequate to the end 


propoſed ; bur, on the contrary, all appearances were, to the 
laſt degree, unpromiſing. There was neither force at home, not 
expectation of any from abroad, ſufficient to effect a reſtora- 


tion; but rather inſuperable impediments in the way of either. 


And the opportunity, or ſeaſon which promiſed moſt, viz. at 
the death of the Protector, was now quite loſt and over. 


Who then was able to unite ſo many different ſects and 
parties into which the kingdom was divided, or rather, I 


| . 7 % , 4: 5 4 \ F353» $4WZ% a +: 4 1 
may ſay, crumbled, and make them conſpire in the ſame 


delign, when they were as averſe. almoſt to one another, as 


they were, to the King's cauſe ? —— Who could reconcile 


ſuch contending intereſts, ſooth ſuch, jarring paſſions, al- 


lay ſuch, ßerce animoſities, remove ſuch rooted prejudices, 
ſoften ſuch obſtinate averſions? who, I fay, but he, at 
maketh men to be of one mind in an houſe (however ſore- 
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Lord Mayor, Ec. an the arb of May, 1735. 15 
caſes wherein, God makes hare bis arm, as the ſcripture terms it, 
and whetein the finger of divine Providence is ſo eminently diſ= _ * 
play d, that all men may ſay, This hath God done, and perceive 
That it is hit work. As when the cauſes are utterly difproporti- 
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"I 3 +? Wee is it 0 LY 8 quell the fury gur r eien 
the noiſe of . ani Ny mbullneſt of the 


T0 enhon, // 80 
Pebple s Net all, when we fete the ſodden li and ſur- 


= without any, noiſe, hutry, or confuſion, without wür or 
lent ſhocks and gonvulſions that almoſt cobſtahuly attend ſuch 


= all this, we muſt needs acknowledge it to 5% God's doing, An 
i i; * at. is therefore marvellous in bur eyes. M. ben he Lord thus furn- 


far beyond what they looked for, that both theatſelves and 
= 47 neigbbours were amazed at the ſtrangeneſs Fit. e 
There is no doubt but the joy on this gc the joy 
of this day, Was as Set. and fincere as heart could con- 
8 6 ; and as univerſal- toq, as a public Joy. can well be. 
For if health be deſirable to the ſick, liberty” to the captive, 
and a recall home to thoſe that have been in a Jong and 
kſome exile; we had all theſe grounds of rejoicing. Li- 
F- had been long a ſtranger | to gur Ifle, and we were in- 


| licentiouſnefs. T he nation had been in a Violent calenture, 
and lain a long time „ck of the feveriſh diſorders of a diſtem- 

er'd ſtare : our body politic reſembled the Jewifh, deſeti- 
1 by the prophet Jalab: The whole head was fick, and the 
whole heart faint ; from the ſole of the foot, even to the bead, 


i 3 . . of baniſhment in our own land, and were a ſort of exiles at 
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_Prizing manner in which this reyolution was brought wbour, 


mighty changes in government: when, [1 ſay; we reflect on 


ed again the captidity of our Sion, our forefathers were lite unto 
men that dream; they did little more than ſtand till; and be- 


| 2 | bloodſhed, or fo much as a ſtruggle; much lefs thoſe” vio- 
1 
| 
| bold, with Roniſifeht: the alvation of God ; a-falvatian io 


a ved to the worſt of tyrannies, that of a popular frenzy and 


| there was no ſoundneſs in it; but wounds and bruiſes, and 
= . ſores; Fn they had not been cloſed, neither bound 4 
_— neither nollißed with ointment ”,” Nay, we under welt a kind 


home; for our antient conſtitution. was 'banifhed, 'ahd we 
| jected to a e wholly hg and ſiege to us. 
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deed, NE hard to ſay wht kind of gratis 


ten forms, or modifications of it, every new one naturally 
undermining and driving out the former. Such unqueſtion- 


able reaſon had our forefathers to rejoice at this ſeaſonable 9 J! 


and unexpected turn of affairs, this viſible effect of divine 

Providence: for fure the admirable frame and diſpoſition of 

the world does not more ſtrongly demonſtrate the Godhead, 

chan ſome events chat happen in it do an over-ruling Provi- 
dence. 

But how did our forefathers exprets the ſenſe they had 


of this joy? how did they behave under ſuch a wonderful oc- I | 
currence?” what returns did they make to God for ſo ineftimas o 


ble a bleſſing ? — Alas! this is a melancholy enquiry indeed, 
and we ſhould; I fear, give but a fad account of it, if we 


were to purſue it far. The nation were, it ſeems, ſo intoxi- 


cated with their joy, that it carried them into all the quite 
contrary” extremes, to what they had been in before: both 
Prince and people gave themſelves up to a life of pleaſure 
and licentiouſneſs, and ran greedily into all the exceſſes of 
riot and debauchery. They ſeem'd to think they could not 
poſſibly be too looſe and liberrine in their behaviour, becauſe 
thoſe before them had been ſo Riff and preciſe ; and threw a- 
way, at once, the power of godlineſs, becauſe the others had 
ſo groſly abuſed the form. 

And how much better (to bring this reflexion home to 
our ſelves) how much better, I'beſeech you, are we? — Does 
not the 2 ＋ 155 of luxury and exceſs, reign among us 
too? Does not the ſame, nay, if poſſible, a fill greater ſpi- 
tit of profaneneſs, Wenden and uncontrouled libertiniſm diſ- 


dane the preſent age? for, becauſe the generation we have 


king of, made religion a maſk! and cloak of wic- 
„ We Ren diſpoſed to pluck off that very maſk, and 
Nu * none. Then we run ſuch lengths in unchari- 
1 and the ſpitit of 1 is riſen to chat hight among 
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under; ir ſhifted its ſhape, and changed its face ſo = J 
bach that ſome have reckon'd up no leſs than . 
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1 we 1 be a Wg; the: "beſt of; governments, 


| (tr very government, which. is the-conſequence,of what wo 
ts adap thank God for fo; wonder fully bi; 


reſtoring, 107349) :1;Gay 
- We: cannot be eaſy under this, but are. ready ita obſtruq: "I 


E rovidh a juſt and mild adminiſtration, under which we enjoy 


the utmoſt plenty and ſecurity, and are ſupported in all the 


| bleflivg s of peace, while our neighbours, . univerſally, 


are wilted and haraſſed with the miſeries of a deyouring war: 
Ungrateful people as we are]! to whom may be apply d that 


” queſtion of Mees, Do ye thus. requite the Bord, O fooliſh peo 
2 and unwiſe * ! .I know not where theſe things will end; 
* one thing I am ſure of, it concerns us ſeriouſly to coi. 


der and lay to heart the admonition which God gave the 
Church of Epbeſus: Remember from, whence thou, art fallen, 


_ and; repent, and do: the firſt. works.3” or elſe I will: come unta 


thee quickly, and will remove 151 candleſtick our of. its * place, 


FEY: 


on bon 1 VF 
1. 09: Adi ei uo} 03; I 50760 
1 lade What zeſulte aneh oa as well ag 


| from the end and deſign of this ſolemn Anoixerſarys : may be 
prized in theſe two ſhort articles. | het 


\ Firſt, That we poſſeſs our minds with a lively and affect 


Eo ing fre of God's providence; be ready always to acknowledge 
= his hand in whatever bofals vs; and accordingly be thank. 
ful for the bleſſings, and penitent under the-gvils, which, he 


at any time ſends upon us. Tis the want. of his diſpoſidion 
that occaſions atheiſm and irreligion in: the world. 
And next, That we learn to ſet a juſt value upon good go- 
vernment, as that which is the very bond of all ſociety, and 
the! ſecurity of: whatever we; poſſeſs valuable in life. The 


_ health of the community. affects us in much the ſame manner 


as the health of our bodies; 1 mean, not only as equally ne- 


IJ F " ceflar) y to us, but in this Saad grebe likewiſe, that we 
I Y oe: La to en the prying ere it is common; and 
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countable folly and perverſeneſs. 


3 God grant we may all of us attend, in this our day, to the 
things which belong to our true peace, before they are hid 
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